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TTEIO wwungtonmsmtwnter :
. An"unusual cooperatxve offort’ by

the'Carter and’ Reagan administra- -

_tions,™ including"a series ™ of private

messages delivered i in Washington and |

tSeou}, was instrumental in saving the

‘life-of ‘South Korean opposition pohn-v
cal leader Kim Dae Jung, according to -

"sources in -both *-»the Carter and
,Reagan CAMPS. 2ok L

» South. Korean Presxdent. Chun Doo i

;..Hwan commuted the death sentence1
"against the opposition leader on Fn‘:
fday, three days after Ronald Reagan,]

in" one of his first acts as pre:ndent,

'_sngned an invitation for Chun to make_.
'an official visit to the United States. --

. Reagan administration aides denied;

'that there was an .explicit swap of

‘Kim's life for the Washington visit.
Butthey did not deny that the trip

.figured in important fashion in the

“discussions of Kim’s fate. Seoul was
“told;s-according | to “the ‘sources, that.|
“there“could be no trip to Washington®
_by the new Korean leader if the oppo-
smon figure were executed.’

Kim, among the: most prormnent
and most controversial - mamstream
i political leaders in South Korea since |

+he came close to winning the presi- |

"dency 10 years ‘ago: was.arrested in’
"May-as a military faction headed by’

“Chuncemented "its power in the face:

of widespread protests. Kim was sen-:
tenced to death by a military court’

:Sept. 17 on sedition charges, which.
" the-+State Depar’cznent called “far-
“fetched.” ; . ° S

~The Carter adxmmstratxon was. ap-
palled by Chun’s.power play, which;
ended a fragile drive toward democra-.
tization in South Korea, but was un-

willing or unable ‘to-exert encugh-le<]
verage to force 'a’change. Although the

.grounds that it would comphcate the’
_demned leader..

'Musme -authorized several * private
"messages telling' Seoul that Kim’s exe-

‘lationship™ with Washington. Among

-Chun, - and Carter's CIA™ d!rector.'
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United  States - gradually accepted
Chun as Korea's new leader, it contin-
ued to view the execution of Kim as a
serious - threat to US. -Korean re]a-
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Ofﬁcxals of the Carter and Reagan
admuustratxons, in"similar words, said
their concern about Kim was not just

.personal or humanitarian, but arose.

from sthe -belief . that his . execution

:would 'be an event of large-scale sym-

bolic . and  political . importance

zthrouz,hout ‘the world. This. would

make it much more difficult, Chun

.was told by both administrations, for
the United States to work closely w1th
:Korea in the future. -

After a  major internal bat’cle the‘

Carter administration decided  to
:make most of its pleas for Kim’s life
_in private rather than in public. For

example, State Department legal offi-

cer Jeffrey H. Smith spent 4% weeks

‘in Seoul observing Kim’s court martial

: — which was condemnned by Amnesty

International as “failing to meet inter-
natlonally accepted standards of fair-
ness” — but Smxths report was never

.permltted to see the light of day, on

orean’s i;f =

‘task of winning clemency for the con-

Then-Secretary et‘ State Edmund S

cution would nsk “the abuse of the re-

those who sent strong messages: tor
Seoul, in: addition to the. State De-:
partment; - were- then-Defense Secre-

tary Harold Brown, who - ‘traveled to |

Seoul to discuss the. Kim ‘case with

Stamf' eld Tumer

* ton visit by Chun at the time of the
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Reavans electxon m November was

_ inauguration. The idea of a visit was

_~dor~ Kim" Yong ;Shik“and " embassy
- minister Sohn Jang Rae; a confidant
-iof Chun,;; X
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wxdely seen as decreasmg Us. mter%t*
and. pressure for-clemency, and thus
:sharply increasing. the chances “that.-
“Kim-would be- executed. The private .
" assessmient of some of Reagan’s aides, |
matched: by those-of some Carter ad-’
ministration “officizls, was - that Kim~
would be put to death during the US.

pres:dentxal transition penod to spare

the mcommv admmnstratxon embar-

rassment. " Cewni LF el o

Shortly aﬁer ‘the eIectxon, Miskie
contacted both the Reagan foreign-
policy team and- senior Repubhcans.j
on Capitol Hill to make the case for
clemency for Kim, and its importance
to the US. natxonal interest. The re-
sponse from botn quarters was posx«
tive. i !

Senate Repubhcan leader Howard'
H. Baker Jr. (Tenn.) sent an emissary
-to Seoul in early December to ask
that Kim’s sentence be commuted
The same message bearer, staff aide .
_Cran Montgomery, also carried a pri- .
vate message from Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy (D~Mass) .

- The most unportant me&age, mth- :
_ out question, was from Reagan foreign -
policy adviser Richard V. Allen, now .
presxdenhal national security - adv:ser,:
saying that, in: the view of the incom-
ing administration,:: Kim’s - execution -
would have serious. consequences for ]
Korea’s -bilateral relations. with. the -
United States as well as its relation- :

" ship with Japan and other vital coun-"
trles i T ey ol AL S W
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~In‘a "November . ‘conversation - w1th"“
Gen Lew Byung Hyun, chairman’ of
‘the*Korean joint chiefs of staff, :Allen -
‘discussed the possibility of a Washmg-.

" refined and discussed at greater length ;
by Allen later with Korean Ambsssa’ 1

¢ =BT e e i

T‘.&wé-’-“wwa.m




